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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
ON THE JEFFERSON AREA 

REGIONAL TRANSIT PARTNERSHIP (RTP) 

This agreement is made and entered into as of June 10, 2021 by and between the Charlottesville-Albemarle 
Meh·opolitan Planning Organization hereinafter referred to as the MPO, the City of Charlottesville hereinafter 
referred to as the CITY, the County of Albemarle hereinafter referred to as the COUNTY, JAUNT, Inc 
hereinafter referred to as JAUNT, with JAUNT and Charlottesville Area Transit together hereinafter referred 
to as the PUBLIC TRANSIT OPERA TORS, and the Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission serving 
as planning and adminish·ative staff to the MPO, hereinafter referred to as the TJPDC. 

WHEREAS, in 2016, the Planning and Coordination Council (PACC) asked TJPDC to review and 
recommend opportunities for improved communication, coordination and collaboration on transit matters; and, 

WHEREAS, the TJPDC completed work on a Regional Transit Coordination Study, where the main 
recommendation from this study was to establish a Regional Transit Paitnership (RTP) hereinafter referred to 
as the PARTNERSHIP, consisting of an Adviso1y Board and whose charge is to provide a venue for continued 
communication, coordination and collaboration between transit providers, localities and other stakeholders; 
and, 

WHEREAS, City Council and the Albemarle Board of Supervisors held a joint meeting on February 14th, 
2017, where both bodies voted to suppo11 development of the PARTNERSHIP and asked TJPDC to develop 
an MOU; and, 

WHEREAS, on October 30, 2017, the Charlottesville-Albemarle Meh·opolitan Planning Organization, the City 
of Charlottesville, the County of Albemarle, JAUNT, Inc, and the Thomas Jefferson Planning Dish'ict 
Commission did enter into an original Memorandum of Understanding defining the vision, roles and 
responsibilities for the Regional Transit Partnership; and 

WHEREAS, on  June 10, 2021, these paities amend this Memorandum of Understanding to include the 
University of Virginia hereinafter referred to as UVA among the PUBLIC TRANSIT OPERA TORS and 
signatories of this agreement. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it recognized and agreed that the MPO, CITY, COUNTY, JAUNT, and UVA hereby 
establish the Jefferson Area Regional Transit Partnership (RTP), in accordance with the following articles. 

Article 1 
Staffing, Funding and Boundaries 

The MPO is responsible, as the lead, for staffing and programming for the PARTNERSHIP, with Section 5303 
program funding from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Virginia Depaitment of Rail and Public 
Transportation (DRPT). Funding will be a regular item in the MPO's Unified Planning Work Program 
(UPWP). The PARTNERSHIP's program area is limited to the Charlottesville-Albemarle meh·opolitan 
h·ansp011ation planning area (MPA) that includes the CITY and the urbanized pottions of the COUNTY. 

Article 2 
Function and Authority 

The PARTNERSHIP will be an advismy board that provides recommendations to CITY, COUNTY, PUBLIC 
TRANSIT OPERATORS and other stakeholders, such as the University of Virginia (UVA). The 
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_____________ V/1TMES::: B '{ ________ _ 
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Integrating transit info other decision-makmg. The PARTNERSHIP will ensure that transit will receive
increased consideration in regional and local planning efforts.
Test cm RTA aH'ucfm'e. The PARTNERSHIP will provide a sample model version of a Regional Transit
Authority (RTA) that allows all parties to become more familiar with the concept of a consolidated transit
system.

Preparing for an RTA. Within the PARTNERSHIP, the region wilt have a venue for negotiating and
studying an RTA that could benefit all partners in the region.

Specific deliverables include but are not limited to:

• Draft mg Formal Agreements: The PARTNERSHIP will review existing arrangements and transit
relationships, reviewing and drafting if necessary, formal contracts and agreements. The initial and
primary task would be to address the most pressing problem, the complicated web of arrangements.

* hftegf'atmg Transit into Decision-Makmg: The PARTNERSHIP will work to integrate greater transit
considerations into planning efforts around the region. The PARTNERSHIP will have involvement with
the MPO's Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), vetting transit-related recommendations. It would
also provide recommendations to local planning efforts and projects.
Coordinated Transit Development Plans and Strategies: Currently, the three transit providers have entirely
separate planning documents. PUBLIC TRANSIT OPERATORS must update their Transit Development
Plan (TDP) or Transit Strategic Plans (TSP) every five years. Whether done through the TDP or as a
document that later consolidates planning recommendations, the PARTNERSHIP is responsible for
overseeing the region's transit planning process.

• Update RTA Study: The PARTNERSHIP, in coordination with the MPO, will update the RTA Study and
develop a new report that will help the region determine if an RTA is feasible.
RTP Bylaws and Mission: The PARTNERSHIP may develop bylaws and mission statement.

Article 6
Amendments

Amendments to this AGREEMENT, as mutually agreed to, may be made by written agreement between all
parties of this AGREEMENT.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, all concerned parties have executed this AGREEMENT on the day and year first
written above.

Signatures:

WITNESS BY
Michael Payne,
Chair
Charlottesville-Albemarle Metropolitan Planning Organization

, WITNESS BY L^a^f^
Ned ?Sllaw^<
Chair
County ofAlbemarle Board of Supervisors

WITNESS BY
Nikuyah Walker,
Mayor
City ofCharlottesville, and on behalf of the CharlottesviHe Transit Service
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